4 The Sins ohich in- en ood] 


Cuv bon and Narron | 


1 EY "I Miniſter 5 * "Church of England. 


| | 


8 Cry aloud, ſpare. n not, lift u up thy Voice like 4 "WADE f 


25 Prioted den Sold by Joſeph Downing 
1 e near n e 


1 fron us: = OY 
Or, che Chief | 24 72 


| MISC ARRIAGE E 8 


A p 1 0 E 0 u R P; 


IN A 


* 
, e 
of -* 
* 4 
4+ - 
g s ' 
: ; 4 : 4 | 
a : | 
3 
*| . 
7 p AF 
- 
1 * 
p * 


Preached on ; this: _ — j' 


January 14. 170% 


t, and ſhew any People their Tranſgreſſion, and be | 
—— 0 — their Sins, Iſaiah — 5 


c — OD 
; &; # g 
a 8 ö N 4 . 7 
| 4 l . TY 0 7 Fg , * 


L o V b o *. 


* Barts gf * 
27 1 


3 * £ 


C4 _ _ . of * : * — 8 Fg We Fas » * 
... UTLILENSTESS — Sms Lordi 3 he * Nenne e 5 


99 


LY 


— 


READER - 5 Fe, 
FAE Copy of this Sermon being ſent to & 
3 Friend of the Author's, who ingenuonſly told 
him, it coſt more Pains to tranſcribe it Fair than 
to Pen it: tis now by bis Friend Publiſpeu, out of 
| | m ere faithfulneſs to the Church and Nation in our 
11 pereſent Circumſtance : *Tis hop'd that ſo Serious, Na- 
. taal, and Plain and Eaſy a Diſcourſe, mixed 
with fo due a Temper of Prudence and Zeal, and 
KB pet with Candor; may, throagh the Power of God's 
Holy Spirit accompanying the Sincere Endeavours || 
= of the Reader, contribute, in its Place, to the Pre- 
I! 2 ſerving the Church and Nation from the preſent 
73 Danger that threatneth it. If a general Reforma- 
tion, an unfeigned Repentanee, and future Holy Obe- | 
_ dience, ſhall by this ſudden and terrible Appearance | 
ef an approaching Judgment, be raiſed up among ft 
EE un, this black Cloud will be blown away, ana we 
©  fecnred from a French and Popiſh Tyranny. | 
Which God grant for his infinite Mercy n 
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| Behold the Lord's Hand is not ſhortned that it 
Cannot Save; neither his Ear heavy that it 


s | cannot hear: But your Iniquities have ſepa* n- © | 
i rated between you and your God; and your Sins 5 .Y 
7 i have hid his Face from you that he will not hear. = 
As the Occafion we are met upon is Solemn, fo I ſhall 
„ endeavour to ſpeak with the greateſt plainneſs and 

A ſeriouſneſs upon it. And in order hereunto, the 

4 Words that I have choſen, cannot be thought un- 

A ſuitable to the preſent Seaſon. I could heartily wiſh that they 

ere far leſs ſeaſonable than they are, EE” 

is It hath been abundantly evident, what Mercies and ViQtories 


- | -God hath bleſſed us with; and what hopes we had of Reaping 
it the farther Benefit and Advantages of them, We were in great 
Hopes (and there ſeem'd to be no ſmall Foundation for them) 
„ this Years War, through the Aſſiſtance of God, to hare 
brought matters within the Proſpect of a fafe and honourable. 
Peace. But God hath not anſwered our Hopes and Expecta- 
/* } tions in this matter. The Year hath in ſeveral reſpects prov'd 
pe dut diſadvantageous and improſperous to us; and yet merciſullyß 
5. 4 mix d Aith ſome Advantages and Succeſſes in the Courſe f 
it. God hath ſhewn us hereby, not to be too ſecure in the Days of 
Proſperity : Eſpecially to bave a Care of Preſuming on his 
| Goodneſs, notwithſtanding the continuance of our Iniquities in 
his Cight. He bath taught us to be more thankful for, and 
| Jeb impenitent under the great Things that Hehath done for us; 
to de more ſenſtble of both his Mercies and Judgments toge- 
ther; and to be wrought upon by the one or the other of 
Ii them, oratleaſt, by both, to the Emendation of our Ways be- 
ah fore him. He ſhews otherwiſe, what he both can and will 
Ido wich us; and that if we expect to be a happy and ſettled 
People, we muſt become a more Religious and Reformed Peo- 
ple. He will not deliver us that we may the more ſecurely 
go on in our Sins; enjoy our Sloth and our Luſts; and ſay even 
to his Face, as it were, We art deliver à to-do A theſe Abomi- 


Ws 9. 0 42 DT 3 Nothing 


1 11 
Nothing can more provoke God than Ingratitude, and Ua- 
fruitfulneſs under the greateſt Mercies that he can work for us; 
ſuch as have aſtoniſh'd both our Selves, our Friends and Enemies; 
and which the reſt of the World have look'd upon with Amaze- 
ment. 'Tis a horrid Provocation to Sin blindly or preſump- [| 
tuouſly againſt the Judgments of God: And I know not if it 
be not as great or greater, to do it againſt a Courſe of his Good- 
EC 8 
Seek we then for a Cauſe of our late Loſſes or Diſappoint- 
ments? We need not ſurely go far for it. Hath Isel fled 
from before the Enemy, or received other Evils or Damages? 
Upon the leaſt Enquiry, it will immediately be found, that Irael 
bath ſinned: Nay, ſinned even under the greateſt Mercies and 
Deliverances of God: Nay, and wi at is worſe ſtill, ſo ſar as 
appears, is reſolved to do ſo, We ſeem to take little notice of 
theſe Things with reſpect to the Error or Iniquity of our Ways. 
Neither the Judgments of God have driven, nor his Goodneſs ?- 
led us to Repentancee Come one, or come the other, we re- 
main the ſame People; as if after the ſending out our Fleets | 
and Forces, we were little more concerned in it; And there 
was no Sin to be repented of or amended ; no inward, ſerious, 
und private Applications to be made to God, or Chriſtian Con- 
ſideration of our own Ways required from us. *Tis enough in 
| way of Form, to obſerve a publick Day appointed, and than 
but very lamely too, and many of us nor at all; and then with- 
cout more to do, or without farther Thought as to any of our | 
Lives, or the amending of our Doings, wait and expect the | 
Iſſue of Things. It ſeems 'tis here true, What is every Body e 
Work, as we ſay, is no Body's; and Sin, however common or 
manifeſt, is the leaſt thing that troubles us; we are well as to 
that, and in Point of Piety and Obedience, if God, or Chance, 
will but favour and aſſiſt us. If we are profper'd, we are 
_ Indeed better pleaſed and contented ; but make not any ſpiri- 
tual Uſe of it: If Diſappointments or Adverfity come, we are 
_- fretted. and difpleafed, we are apt to murmur and to doubt, 
to blame preſently Men, and outward Inſtruments, or almoſt ac- 
cuſe God, and queſtion his Providence, but ſcarce ever think | 
ol our ſhortneſſes, and neglect of our Vices and Miſcarriages, that 
J)) vv 
And if you will not believe e, yet at leaſt believe the Word 
of God; for this is that which we have evidently in the Text. 
. Behold the Lord's Hand is nat ſborined that it cannot Save 
His Power and his Providence is the ſame as erer. It is Uni- 
verſal, Everlaſting, and Undiminiſhable, let things appear as 
they will, as if they were goverged by blind Chance: Ther: 
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1 nothing comes to paſs without the Counſel or Permiſſion 
of God; who Rules i» and diſpoſeth of all Nations, and pro- 
ſpers or not proſpers them according to his own Will, The 


Lord's Hand is at uo time ſhortned that it cannot Save, nei- 
ther his Ear heavy that it cannot Hear, They might thick 


that he heard not their formal Supplicat ions unto him; or 
queſtion his Attending to their concerns and deſires; thas 


he dealt hardly wich them, heard or regarded them not. But 


alas, the Ears and the Eyes of God are cver both open to obſerve 
and behold the Sayings or the Doings of the Children of Men. 
The entire Univerſe lies, as it were, in him; and there is no part 
of it that can be hid or concealed from his Sight. Whither 
ſhall I go then from thy Spirit? or whit her ſhall I flee from thy Pre- 


ſence? Pſal. 139. 7. In whom we live, and move, and have our 
Being, Acts 17. 28. There can be no Diſtraction or Imper- 


| fection in an Infinite Mind. His Hand can neither be ſhortned 
to ſave, nor his Ear at any time hgavy, weary, or too much 
employed to hear, But the true Account of the matter 
_ doth therefore here immediately follow. | 
But your Iniquities have ſeparated between you and your Cod: 
8 Theſe, as it were, have caſt up a Wall or Bank between you: 
And your Sins have hid his Face from you, (or as it is in the 
Margin, have made him hide his Face from you) that he will not 
hear. It is not that he camot, but your Lives are ſuch, your Vi- 
ces and Defects, that they cauſe him in Anger and Diſplea- 
| ſure to turn away his Eyes and Ears from you, 
| This was the Caſe of the then Jews; and a very fad Account 
follous of their State and Iniquities; and ſuch in ſome regards, as 
is not /it is hop'd, applicable to our ſelves: Though even Duels, 
Marders, and ſo Blood it ſelft, are not wanting amongſt us. But 
many Particulars are but too too apparent amongſt ys: 1 ſpeak. 
As we area Nation, and with reſpe& for great Numbers, to tune 
- © Publick State and Appearance: of i.... ooo 
me Way of Peace they know not; and there is no Judgment, or 
true Righteouſneſs, in their goings : They have made them crooked 
Paths, ſome one way and ſome another, whoſoever goeth therein 
ſhall not know Peace, ver. 8. Upon which it again follows in ſuita- 
bleneſs to the Text, therefore is Judgment far from us; neither doth 
Juſtice overtake us: the meaning is here the Judgment & theJuſtice 
of God manifeſted on our behalf againſt our Enemies, or by ſending 
us Proſperity as we hop'd and expected: But theſe things were 
far from them by reaſon of their Evil and Crooked Paths; and be- 
cauſe they walked not in the Paths of Righteouſneſs. And therefore 
it farther follows, We wait for Light, but behold Obſcurity ; for 
_ Brightneſs, but we walk in Darkneſs» That is, we hop'd for Hap- 
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J _ 
pineſs, and waited for Succeſs, the continuance or encreaſe of it; 
but behold Darkneſs and Diſappointment, and a contrary Event, is 
happen'd unto us. We grope for the Wall [ike the Blind; even the 
Mall or Tower of Peace, Safety, Victory, and Proſperity : To ap. 
ply the Words for our own . benefit; And we grope as if 
we had no Eyes; to diſcern our Sins and our Failings, 3. Cauſe 
of our misfortunes, and to ſee to remedy them. The State is 
Blind, dark and uncomfortable. We flamble at Noon. day as in the 
Night, we are in deſolite Places, in dark and intricate Places, as dead 
Mlen, i. e. as ſuch who from their difficuic and per plex d Circun- 
ſtances fear much miſchief and danger to themſelves, v. 10. 


lt follows til, with regard to the Jews, more deeply and t- 


_ gically ; © we roar all like Bears, and we mourn ſore like Doves : 

This alſo in a meaſure is our own Caſe ; tho' thanks be to God, 
not to the pitch that ſome would have it, We look for Judgment, 
but there is none: for the Judgments again ef God to appear 


in our behalf, but we find it not; for Salvation, but it is far 


off from us. And now the Reaſon again follows of this Adverſity 
and Miſery , this defeat in their Hepes and Expeftationss Tor our 
 Tranſgreſſions are multiplied before thee ; and our ſims teſtifie a- 
gainſt us: for our Tranſgreſſions are with us, and as for our Iniqui- 


| ties, we know them, ver. 13. which is but all ſtill ſuitable to the | 


words at hrit read, Behold, the Lord's Hand is not ſhortned, t hat 
it cannot ſa ve; neither his Ear heavy that it cannot hear. 
| But your Iniquities have ſeparated as a dark, dead Wall, between 
| you and your Gol: and your Sins have hid his face from you, 
fh FF + a ß et 
And theſe are the Words, and this the Place, that I have 
| choſen this day to Diſcourſe to you on: and I hope you are 

- ſufficiently ſenſible of the too great ſeaſonableneſs and Applica - 
bleneſs of them. I will not treat nicely of the words of the 
Text: but the remainder of my Buſineſs ſhall be, 


I. To lay before you in ſhort, the chief of thoſe Sins and 
 Frovocations Which abound at this day in this our own Nation: 
and which I toke to be the main Wall of Separation between 
U and our God; or the Cauſe why he ſtops his Ears, and hudes 
bis Pace from us thit he will not hear. And, 


II. Yopreſs what I can briefly the Amenduient of them. And, 


I. If ever ſuch an Account or Catalogue as this is ſeaſon - 
able and neceſſary, it is on ſuch a Time and Occaſion as this: and 
as TI hope you will attend to it, as I go along; ſo I doubt you 

will find but too much evidence in the Courle of. ſuch Miſcarri- 
| ages as I hall mention to jou, They are not, God knows, | 
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committed in Corners. They are not the private Frailties, 
or Infirmities, but the more open Iniquities of our Church and 
Nation. And I would to God we could as eafily perſwade Men 
to the Amendment of them, to become truly Wiſe, Sober, and 
Religions, as tis eaſie to point them out nnto thein; and as 
they will certainly wiſh ſome time or other, that they had 
been and done with regard to then. b wi 25 
Firſt then, may I not well mention the Atheiſm or Infidelity 
there is in the Land? their either no Belief in the Being | | 
of a God, or in the Truth and Sacredneſs of the N N Reli- = 
gion. And ere there not many, do we think, of this ſort up _ = 
and down in the Nation? Not that I think it poſſible ſor * 
any Perſons wholly to extinguifn the Senſe and Apprehenſion of 
theſe in themſelves. One of tie greeteſt of the Tribe, when 
time was, profeſſed ſolemnly in the End, that he had neuer 


| known 4 perfect Atheiſt in his Life. But the meaning is, there 
dre too many among{t us, that ſo far as they well dare or can 
15 pretend to this pitch of Wickedneſs and Impiety; and are ready 
̃ upon occaſion to make a Mock of Sin, and to flout at the Name 
of God and Religion. They have attained at length, fo far as 
- | Nature admits, to a perfection of Blindneſs and of Unbelief; 
and heve got with much Pride, and Contempt of others, and ſ@ _ 
# allo of Prophaneſs towards God, into the Seat of the Scornful. But, 
- # Secondly, Where there is not this ſecret or barefac'd Contempt 
4 of Religion, or denial of the fundamental Principles of it ; there 
- is yet often, and too too viſibly and unhappily, a Deadnels or 


Coſdneſs in the Duties of it: A Careleſneſs and Neglect, a 
e Flatneſs or Formality in the plain Ways and Precepts of the 
C  GoſpeF. If they are not very wicked, or unbelieving, yet they _ 
- F cannot he ſaid to be Religious, or Pious. They want Zeal 
a and Life, they want Fervour aud Devotion for it: A concern 
ſor the Honour of God and their Redeemer ; for the Dutics of 
Righteouſneſs ; and againſt the Vices and Diſorders of the Times, 
d They are little rais'd, little quickned or awaken'd, by all that 
: can be offer'd or ſa id to them: as if they were in a full Chriſtian _ | 
n State; or it was needleſs at leaſt to be concern'd farther, or | 
2 enliven'd in it, Though they are not, I ſay, very vicious, or Athe- | 
, | ; — ical, yet they cannot be ſaid to be living and true Chriſtians. 
Thirdly, A great Number are not content to be this, but are 


1. openly and apparently looſe or irregular: guilty more par- 
d ticularly of ſome or more of the Vices mention'd in the Pro- 
u f clamaiimn; thoſe too too common, and publick Scar dal of | 
i- our Church and Nation: Such as Drunkem?ſs or Cx rſſive 
th 3 Drinking, which lcwſoever rare and odious heretofꝰere js bo- 
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come now the common Vice of the Nation. Blafphemy,or ſpeak- 

ing ſcoffingly and reproachfully of God or Religion. Prophane 
* Swearing and Curſing; ſo frequently and offenſively, notwitſtand- 

nn ing the late Act ſo often read, in the Mouths of Men, Women 

14 


| | and Children. Leudneſs, or Uncleanneſs; ſuch as frequent A- 
1 dulteries and Fornications; and thoſe alſo amongſt many known 
_ „„ avow'd. Nay, Sodomy it ſelf, chat deteſtable Foulneſs, hath 


with much vileneſs been praftis'd and detected of late amongit 
us; and which , it not ſtop'd, will prove a judicial Sin, and 
Defile the Land. Prophanation of the Lords Day; with a 
neglect of the publick Duties of Religion; the Prayers, Offi- | 
ces, and Ordinances of the Church; and this, notwithſtand FF 
Ing the ſacredneſs of theſe things; that the Honour, Worſhip, _ 
and Authority of Go4 is ſo much concern'd in them; the Or- 
der of aChriſtian Church, and the Welfare and Editication of 
the Souls of Men. With other Diſſolute, immor:l, and Diſorderly 
Practices: ſuch as Rudeneſs, Riots, Quarrels, Fightings, Night- 
WMalkings, Villany, Robbery, Obſcenity, and the like. 
Every one knows how frequent and publick thefe ſo groſs. 
vices and offences are; but eſpecially the greateit part of them; 
and this, no: wichſtanding all that can be ſaid er done to ſtop 
the Courſe of them; and this in a Nation again profeſſin them- 
_ ſelves Chriſtians, and Diſciples of the Goſpel. It God mult not 
be Mock'd, Prophan'd, and Provok'd, and that in a high mea- 
ſure, Ly ſuch Practices as theſe, by the eicher Looſeneſs or 
Coldneſs of Profeſſors ; let the Conſcience here of every Perſon = 
ſpeak and judge, And yer this is the Chureh, and we the Na- 
tion, that expect the continued Birſſings and Protect ion of God's 
J will not infiit, _ 8 2 ; 


Fryourt hly. Upon the Pride and Stoin<ch. the Envy and Sclfiſh- | 
nes, the Strife a1d Malice, the Coverouſin. k or Worldly-mind- 
edneſs, the Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, the Uucharitableneſs and 
| Revenge, the Cruelty and the Hard heartednefs, the Frauds, 
Calumnies, Brawlings and Back-oitings, with other enclets 
' Miſchiefs, and unchriſtian Diſorders of one kind or other, there 
are amongſt us: they are better hinted and conceiv'd, than more 
largely deſcrib d. They are too much known, and felt too, in all 
Parts of the Nation. And in particular, I ſhall paſs over with 
a ſhort Hint the high Paſſions, Machinations, and Ambitions, 
there are often amongſt the great Men of che Earth; to ſay 
nothing of their Examples in ſome other reſpects, with the 
molt miſchievous Effects and Conſequences of them: all moſt 
. 8 vari wing Fong Evils e to the 
rudence and Integrity, the Meckneſs and Simplicity of the 


a Fifthly, 


— err 


1 
_ Tifthly, How few lay to Heart this unhappy State of the 
Church and Kingdom; are concerned ſer iouſſj for. either their 
own Errors, or thoſe of others; that look up heartily unto God, 
praying for the Redreſs or Reformation of-them ; that join 


ö 


ſucerely with the Petitions, Humiliations, and Confeſſions, that 


re contain'd and offer d up in our Publick Devotions ; and how 
much leſs ſtill do they concern themſelves with Private ones; 
or with any real Intentions, and cordial Reſolutions, of amending 
any Evils for the time to come? How few prepare themſelves 
by any fort of Chriſtian and retir'd Thoughts upon theſe Days 
of Faſting and Humiliation ? nay, ſo much comparatively as ob- 


ſerve the very Order of Faſting from a Meal: ſo far are they 


from making any great account of the Day, or of their Sins, or 
of their being humbled and afflicted for them. How little do 
they heed the State and Condition ofthe Church or Realm, any 
farther than their own Wants are concerned in it? And how 
little do they truly look up to God, as the aſſured Orderer 


And Diſpoſer of all things? and with a ſincere Senſe that our 


Loſſes or Diſappointments are moſt juſtly owing to our Incor- _ 


_  Tigibleneſs and Iniquity ? and that things would be better with 


us, if we were fo our ſelves? But inſtead of this, all- s formal 
and cuſtomary, that is, tis ſo with many; nay, perhaps flight- 
ed and ridicul'd; and the keeping of a ſolemn unfeigned Faf, 
and Day of Humiliation, is the leaſt thing regarded or thought 
of by us. And what is this but too much the State and Po- 
ſture of the Jews in the Firſt of Iſaiah; which I muſt leave 
you to peruſe at your proper leiſures. 5 


Sixthhy, It is very evident how much the Nation hath 
perſevered in a Courſe of Wickedneſs and Sin, in oppolition 
To all the either publick or private Methods that have been 

uſed againſt it. What Proclamations have we had in this, ard 
the laſt Reign, to ſpeak of no other things, for the Prevents 
ing and Puniſhing Immorality and Prophaneſs ? What Orders 


ol Juſtices in contormity to them? And what Sermons and 


Diſcourſes to ſecond and enforce them? How have they 
been appointed to be publickly Read at all Aſſiues and Sct- 
| ſions; in all Churches and Chappels? And all Perſons con- 
_ cerned, Magiſtrates and others, required to take ſpecial No- 


tdtꝛice of them. 


What Societies have there been both inCity and Country, and 
eſpecially in the former, to promote the Execution of wholeſome 
Laws, in order to the Anſwering of the great Deſigns orf 
them ? But with all their Progreſs and great Succeſſes, what 


Oppoſit ions have they met with from a looſe and a wicked 


World? As if the Inſtruments of Satan, and the Chilaren f 5 
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the dark Kingdom, had done their utmoſt to oppoſe the Patrons 


of Virtue, and the Children of Light: When yet they only 1 


endeavonr to ſee the Laws, both of God and Man, againſt noto- 


rious Vice kept and executed in a Chriſtian Nation, that hath - 
reeceived the One ſolemnly and religiouſly, and hath made 
the Other. But thus do many Hate to be reformed, and caſt 


the Words of God behind the” © 
Add to this the other Noble and Religious Societies which 


8 there are in the Nation; and by whoſe means, and others 
that have bought them, many Thouſands of little Practical 


and good Books, of all ſorts, have been printed and diſperſed; 
in order to ſuppreſs Vice, and revive the true Spirit of 


Religion in the World. So that never ſince the Reformation, 
And perhaps the Primitive times, however neglected or oppos'd, 


were there greater Means uſed for a ſincere Piety and Refor- 
mation in the Church, than at this very day. And doubtleſs 


if we are not amended by them, they will partly at preſent, but 


much more hereafter, be in a way of Judgment viſited upon 


us. And ilt will be the Reckoning of thoſe Perſons that in 
tuch a reſolute and gigantick manner have ſet themſelves _ 
pPreſumptuouſiy againſt them: As 'tis no ſmall Sign of a 


deplorable Condition of that Kingdom, and ſomewhat like the _ 
upon the Means of Reforming it. _ 
 Seventhly, The Play Heuſes which we have, as they are order'_ 


Old World, when they not only Sin, but both hate and trample 


and manag'd, are infamous and ſcandalous Nurſeries of Prophaneſs 


and Debauchery ; Drains, as it were, of Vice, and Forts of Satan, 


and of Irreligion ; Templ:s of Impiety, and Chappels of Laſt, : 
Vanity, and Corruption. And yet theſe are thoſe that are ſo 
woch bannted and applanded by great Numbers in a Nation of 


Chri ans, though they have renounced the Devil and all his 
Works 3 the Pemps and Vanities, in ſuch an apparent evil and 


corrupting Way, of this wicked World: And have Liſted them» _ : 
_ felves under the Banner of the Croſs ; and the Maintenance of 


God's trite Religion and Virtue ; and not ſure therefore, as many | 
with a high Hand, for the Maintenance and ſupport of Lewd 


Eighthly, I may add to theſe, the Contempt and Reproach | 


that is often calt upon the Miuiſters of Religion, and on things 
Sacred, Whether deſervedly or not ; the Injuſtice aud dilreſpect 


they are oft treated with; the Expoling them if Bad, and not 


much regarding or following their Do rine if they be better. 
If Miniſters are Vicious, or in any reſpect or courſe of Life give 


a jutt Scandal, undoubtedly it is matter of the Higheſt Cenſure 
ard Reproach: But then, this ſhould be exerciſed with a pious 
En 5 blame 


Blame 3nd- Offence; with a godly Zeal and Concern ; and not 
with an Ungracious and Ungodly Pleaſure, Inſulting, or Rebuke, 
mindleſs of the Holy Order in general; and that they are 
aſſuredly the Officers and Embaſſadors of God. But too true 
it is, and plain to be denied, that ſome Miniſters as well as 
People are not ſuch as they ought to be; and they would do 
well ſeriouſly, and in much earneſt, to conſider of it. 
Nin hy, The Heroes, and corrupt Doctrines, the FalSions and 
Schiſint there are amonęꝑſt us, ought ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
znd lamented by us; the evil Books and Writings that are 
Publiſn'd, with the impious and irreligious Tenets that are pro- 
pagated in them: The Diviſions upon Diviſions, and Separations 
upon Separations, there are from our excellent and Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and from one another; but more particularly (till, the 
ill Feuds and uncharitable Breaches that are got into the Church 
it ſelf ; the Sidings and Contendings upon finall or no Grounds; 
the Nick Names of Diſtinction and Reproach which abound in 
the Land; both Unchriſtian in themſelves, and of dangerous 
_ conſequence to our Church and Kingdom. Theſe and the like 
Evils, call aloud for Amendment and Reformation, and for a more 
Wiſe, Chriſtian, and Charitable Converſation and Diſpoſition in 
the Realm, Our God hath declared himſelf to be a God of Peace, 
Unity, and Order: If we are thus Factiaus and Divided, we 
cannot hope reaſonably for the Bleſſing of God upon Unchari- 
tableneſs and Confuſion; or yet upon the undue Encouragement | 
pol looſe and licentious Principle. DE: 
I know not whether I nay not here mention, the Proftituting 
of Religion to baſe and unworthy Ends; the taking up Hy- 
pocritical Maſques of it for the anſwering of our worldly and 
_ carnal Intereſts : which wherever it is found, muſt be own'd to be 
| a great Abomination ; and ſo any groſs or wilful Abuſes of our 
holy Profeſſion. But I briefly proceed to what Remains. 
 Tenthly, For I muſt repeat it, how few, in a ſerious and religi- 
_ - ous way, have receiv'd the Vctories and Gleries that God hath 
bleſſed us with ; or that have in a like manner, and from a Senſe 
of the beſt Fruits and Advantages of them, rendred him true 
Praiſe and Honour for the ſame; and eſpecially that have ſhewn 
it by any Chriſtian improvement or Emendation of their Lives. 
Doch there not rather a Spirit of Levity and Vanity, a Spirit of 
Uaweighedneſs and Inconſideration, a heedleſs Spirit of Unthank- 
fulneſs and Unfruitfulneſs, prevail in the Minds of maſt Perſons, 
Old and Young, in the'e matters: While in too great a meaſure 
FF - we are deſtitute of the Spirit of Faith and Pomcr, of Love, and 
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Jo which may be juſtly added, (not ſpeaking any thing againſt 
proper Cloathing or Ornament) the Exceſſes of the Mind with 
reſpect to Finery and Faſhions, the Doating earneſtly upon 
them, and the being Lovers of Pleaſures and onr own unwarran t- 
able Humours, more than of God, or all the Glory and Righte- 
onſneſs of his Eternal Kingdom. 75 "OED 
Eleventhly, Let me hero particularly next take notice of the 
Sad ſinful State, and grievous Diſorders in our Fleets and 
Armies. But I'll give you this, if | may be allow'd to do it, 
rather in the Words or Senſe of another, than in my own; If, 
_ * faith he, we look into our Armies and Camps, and eſpecially 
into our Fleets, I muſt own to you, tis a Wonder to me Hea- 
ven ſhould ſuffer Winds to blow for them, or Ships to ſwim 
under them, or Shot to flie for them; that he is not moved 
by the horrid Oaths, Curſings, Ravings and Blaſphemings, 
(and he might have added other Vices) to diſcharge Nature 
from obeying her Courſe with them; and make the Air and 
Elements to fight againſt them. And again, I never expect to 
ſee us a Conquering, Victorious, Succeſsful People, till we 
are a Praying, Humbled and Reformed People. Once more, 
would you know, ſaith he, why you loſt the Battle at Mman- 
. 24, and the Ships at Scilly, and have ſuffered other Evils and 
Diſappointments? Your Selves and Armies have greatly ſin- 
ned. There's the Reaſon. Get ye up then, and remove theſe 
accurſed Things, the Debaucheries and Prophaneneſs, the horrid + 
Onths and Blaſphemies, both of Army and Fleet: How ſhould 
you look Enemies in the Face, (at Teaſt, he might have ſaid, 
low ſhould you look up to God for Aſſiſtance) with theſe abo- - 
minable things —_—__ c 33 4] 
Tue ftbiy and Laſth, How few lay to Heart the ſincere Intereſts 
of the Proteſtant Religion; the Danger it may be in; or the Sutfcr- 
ings of our Brethren in ſo many Places, more or leſs beyond the 
Seas? Who is much afflicted, I ſpeak in compariſon of the greater 
part, for theſe Afflictions of Joſeph ? Or that reliſh ſufficiently the = 
_ Lifference between the Proteſtant and the Popiſh Religion; that 
have this mainly at Heart; that bleſs God continually for the FF 
Means and Purity of it; and Pray as heartily for its Proſperity. 
and Enlargement in the World: That Sympathize with its Pro- 
f ſors wherever they are, in Goals, Gallies, Dungeons, orDeſerts; - 
and look upon it as Light and God's eternal Truth, largely 
ſpeaking in oppoſition to the Darkneſs and Corruptions of Ro- 
miniſm. And unleſs we do this Vitally and Underſtandingly, 
ho ſhould we expect that God ſhould proſper always, or de- 
fend that Religion, which our Selves do not wonderfully Value 
or Regard ; and take (till leſs care for the Forming of our have 
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according to it: if we are much more concern d for thingy 
Iemporal than Things Spiritual; and would be proſper'd and 
eſtabliſn d chiefly to enjoy thoſe, together with our other Abo- 
minations. „ „„ 3 
And thus have I now given you but an over- full and plain 


Account of thoſe Iniquities or Pefects, of all Sorts, that ſeparate 


between us and our God; thoſe Sins or Miſcarriages that make 
him to hide his face from us that he will not hear. I am now 
JJ one a 3 
II. To Preſs briefly the Amendment of them. 
Al Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God. And all is 
_ , alſo. written for our preſent Uſe and Admonition : And is pro- 
fitable for Doctrine, * Reproof, for Correction, or Amendment, 
Pier Inftruftion in Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 3. 16; Both Sin and 
Righteouſneſs, Obedience and Diſobedience, are the ſame, as ta 
the main, in all Ages: And what is ſaid here to the Jews, is 


applicable in like Circumſtances, or in the caſe of Sin, to all 


Parts as well as all times of the Church of God. So that we 
ſee plainly here, and not darkly, as through a Celeſtial Glaſs, 


the cauſe of the Evils that fall upon us, 


| God hath often indeed various Ends to anſwerz and he 


cauſeth ſometimes the better parts of his Church to be afflict- 


ad; but (till 'tis for their Good and Benefit; and they will 
uſe it accordingly, But when we bave ſuch palpable Deadneſſes 


or Provocations amongſt us, we need not to look farther for 


our Chaſtiſement or Afflictions. *Tis rather a Miracle of God's 
_ Goodneſs that he ſhould have done ſuch great things for us as 
he hath done, than that he Chould have ſent us the Evils we 
have met with. How ſhould we expect indeed a compleat 
Bleſſing, or yet a continuance of Favours, without greater 
| Diety and Amendment of Life? How ſhould God Preferve 
or Proſper us in Sin? What his Goodneſs may do for the 
fake of the good, (the happy Numbers of whom we have 
great Reaſon thankfully to ac. nowledge :) for his Names ſake, 
or for his Truth's ſake, and ſo beyond our Deſerts, I know 
not: But IJ am ſure we have no Reaſon to expect it, but to fear 
D ot e 
How contrary are our Vices to the Duties and Virtues of 
our Holy Religion? How plain, as to the main, are thoſe 
Scandals and Iniquities of our Church and Nation, that have 
been laid before you? What an over-true and unhappy draught 
is it of the State and Poſture of the Generality ? What a 
Picture of the Nations Spiritual Condition? And how con- 
trary is the greateſt part of it, in a more eſpecial manner, as to 


the Rules of the Goſpel, ſo to the Ponding Prayers, Conſeſiors. 
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and Supplications, that are offered up to God by us? And 
more particularly (till to the Confeſſions, Humiliations, and 
oo Deprecations, with reſpe& to our Iniquities, on theſe 
© DAYS "7 5 1 | | ; 
3 How do we profeſs to bewail beth our Perſonal and Na- 
tional Offences with a deep and wnfeigned Humiliation? How 
do we Pray here for Repentance and Amendment of Life ? 
For the removing that Unbelief, Prophaneſs and Immorality, 
by which we do ſo grievouſly offend God? And ro be re- 


ceiv'd and comforted, who are grieved and wearied with the = 


Burden of our Sins. How do we Confeſs our Abuſe of the 
Divine Goodneſs and Clemency? And the unſuitable returns = 
that we have made for the Mercies, the ſignal Mercies, we have 
receiv'd; the great and Manifold Sins we have been guilty of; 
and the moſt Juſt Provocations we have given God to be 
angry with us and to forſake us: And how do we pray again 
that we may no longer tempt. and Provoke him by our In- 
_ gratitude and Diſobedienee? Aud what 4 ſenſe do aur Prayers | 
ofren expreſs of the Nature and Danger of the Common 
Enemy? And of the afflicted State of the Proteſtant Churches? 
Wich many things more that might be obſerv e. 
Now if we thus Pray, and Conf eſt, from time to time, 
without any due ſenſe of the Matters uttered; or without 
the leaſt, as it were, ftirring Hand or Foot to rectie and © 
amend any thing amis3 but thus Pray continually, and Sin 
continually ; what can this bebut a mocking of God inſtead of truly 
fearing or ſerving him? What can we call it more than what 
the Scriptures call it, Formality and Hypocriſy ? a mere empty 
Service and Worlhip; a Wearineſs to our Maker; and an 
Iniquity even in Ho) Things, and in our jolemn meetings, Iſaiah 
1. 13. And yet this is the Nation that hopes and expects to be 


Dlels d and favour'd of G. 


Pardon me, my Brethren, if I ſpeak with ſome more than 
ordinary freedom upon this Occaſion. Theſe are the, Times 
| that do call, you know, more particularly for it. What faith _ 
the Prophet at the firit Verſe of the Chapter that is immedi- 
_ ately before the Text. Cry aloud, ſpare uot, lift up thy Voice 
like 4 Trumpet, and ſhew my Peojle their Tranſpreſſion, and 
the Houſe ff Jacob their Sims, Oblerve, I entreat you, the 
Contents of the wholc ; for tis highly ſuitable to ſuch a ſeaſon 
as this; and would as much deſerve a Diſcourſe from it. 
© The Prophet, ſay thiſe, heing ſent to reprove Hypocriſy, 
© expreſſeth a Counterfeit Faſt and a true one. He declareth 
© what Promiſes are due unto Godlineſs; and to the keeping of 
the Sabbath. After which in order follow the-Contents of tbe 
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© The Sins of the Jews. Calamity is for Sin. Salvation is 


only of God. This Caith the Word, This ſaith the Church, 


This fay all the Preachers and Miniſters of it; and laſtly, 


this faith the Experience, the Reaſons and Conſcierices of 


5 Me Ne 


Beides the Lu that have this Day been appointed to be 
read, the 5th Chapter of Jeremiah is in ſome 1 5 worthy 


our peruſal upon this Solemnity. Thou haſt ſtricken them, 


but they have not grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but 
they have refuſed to receive Correction, v. 3. But I ſhall 


away theſe things, and your Sins have with holden good things 
from you. „ 12 


| What then remains, but that we ſincerely conſider of theſe. 
great Truths: and as we tender the - Favour of Almighty 

God, preſent or future; the Pardon of our Sins; the welfare 
of Her Majeſties Perſon and Government; the Honour and 


Security of cur Holy Religion; the ſucceſs of the Arms 


of us and our Allies; and the laſting well-grounded Peace, 
Safety, and Proſperity of theſe Kingdoms; with our Eternal 
Intereſts in the Kingdom of God: I ſay, what remains, but 
that as we tender any, or all of theſe, we do moſt devoutly 

_ and folemnly this Day faſt and humble our ſelves for our Sins 
and Neglects, that we repent of them; and as wiſely, and chear- 
fully reſolve, with God's good Grace, to forſake and amend 


them : that thus by this means Wiſdom and Knowledge, Righ- 


teouſneſs and the fear of the Lord may be the Glory and Stabi= 
Li of our Times: and that we may ſo faithfully ſerve him, and 
ſo acceptably, in 7his Life, as to be made partakers of his ever- 
Taſting Glory in the Life to tome 8 


T hall end all with Fan. 30. 6, Cre. as it is chiefly in out 


Service Tranſtation. And in my proſperity I faid, 1 ffn 


never be removed: Thou Lord of thy Goodneſs haſt made my 
* Hill fo firotifg. So the Pſalmiſt them a little too haſtily con- 


_ ©&nded : But it preſently therefore follows, Thou didſt cura 


thy face from me, thou didſt Hide thy face from me, and 'I 


was troubled. And 'wliat doth he refolve on, what doth he 
als, in this his Trouble and Diſappointment ? It follows, Then 
Cried I unto thee, O Lord, and, in right humble manner, 
 * unto theLard did I make wy Supplication. Namely, Hor, 
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: Chapter of the Text, viz, * The damnable nature of Sin- 


chiefly cite v. 23, &c. But this People hath a revolting and 
| Rebellious Heart, they are revolred and gone. Neither ly. 
they in their Heart, let us now fear the Lord our God, that 
giverh Rain, both the former and the latter in his Seaſon : hat 
beſtows indeed all Bleſſings upen us : Your Iniquities have turned 
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0 Lord, and have Mercy upon me, Lord, be thou m 
Helper, v. t1, as we do, and 1 hope, with ſome ſincerity, 
on this very Day; and that after ſome Hiding of hit Face from 
us. And God grant that 1 his great Goodneſs we may 
be able at length to conclude alſo in the following Words. 
 _ © Thouhaſt turned my Heavineſs into Joy: Thou haſt put 
_ © off my Sack-cloth, and girded me with Gladueſs. There- 
fore ſhall every good Man Sing of thy Praiſe without cea- 
 * ſing: O my God, 1 will give Thanks unto thee for ever. 
1; 1. | 3 Th! . 
Beaehold the Lords Haud is not ſliortned that it cannot fave; 
neither his Ear heavy that it cannot hear. But your Iniquities 
have ſeparated between you and your God, and your Sins 
have hid his Face from you that he will not hear. 
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